"MEMPHIS EVENING POTW
Wednesday, April 14,1869,

G010,

Reports Of Committees Appointed By The 3chool
Board.,

The following reports were prosented to the
3ehool Board, at 1its last meetlng, b{ the
0agm1§taea appointed to visit the colored
schools:

To The Honorable Noerd 0f Eduoation COf The
City Of Memphis:

SCHOOLS o

Gontlement-

The undersigned, who were appointed
your committes to vielt the Fhoenlx and Cenw~
tonary publio schools in this eity, beg leave
respectfully to report we &ischarged that duty
on the 22nd, day of Maroh, We found at the
Fhoenlx school a large attendance of colored
pcholars, both children and adults, We exem-
ined several classes, and tested not only the
fanmiliarty of the pupils with their immedlate
lessons, but also thelr proficlency gonerally,
with gratifying results. A olass of amall
children, in arithmetic, interested us muoch
by thelr ovident comprehension of soms of the
primary principles of that sclence., A large
olass of both small and large scholars, under
the direction and teaching of Miss C.B, Newton
gave a vory interesting exeroise, in reading
a diffioul ainlogua' and exhidbited the marked
regults of that lady's careful training. A
small olass of adult scholars, under the charge
of Miss Anna lLes, showed a proficienocy in read-
ing and writing, which was quite gratifying,in
view of the advanced years of the pupils and
their very limited advantages in the way of
schooling and opportunities for study. The
entire school was under the supervision of
Mr, E, Plerce, who appears & good organizer
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Continuationt Colored Schools,

and disciplinarian, though he had been so short
& time in the position that we could hardly Judge
of his government and tesching by results,

The Centenary Sshool we found, under the charge
and governanoce of Miss N,V. Kimball, displaying

a high degres of discipline and a commendable
attention to study and deportment, The pupils

in this school ere mostly of the younger class,
and pursuing less advanced studles than those at
the other school. But the mogquaintance of these
small scholars with mental arithnetic showed care=
ful training, and a pleasant exercise in reading
by the little ones gave token of the care and
pains bestowed in this regard by Miss Kimball

and her assistaent, Mrs, V., Fulton,

Your Committes were pleasel to note the great
degree of attention which is pald in these two
schocls to the ert of reading-- a simple branch
of study, but one too importent to be neglected
in the education of the young scholars, as 1s

too often done because 1t iz e simple and primary
branch of study. Tho scarncity of good readers
among educated men attests the neglect of this
art, of which we have spoken. The proper standard
of correot reading, which is to resd precisely as
one would talk 4in using the same words and phrase
upon the subject and under the same circumstances,
seems to be azslduously held up before these cole
ored scholars by their teachers. Uome of the

scholars in the Fhoenix school will, with the proper

effort, easily make themselves fine elocutionilsts,

The Phoenix school buila! is, in ite present
forn, too large and unwillingly to be made of
the most use, and should be divided into several
rooms, Your Commlttee are pleased to leoarn that
this plan is contemplated in connection with a
proposed removal of the bullding to another lot
of ground,

Respectfully submitted,
Joseph Lenow, _
J.5. Chapin, SOMMTTTIES,

James O, Plarce,
Memphis April, 8, 1869,
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Continuation: Colored Sohools,
To The Board Of Education Cf The City Of Memphis:
GCantlenen:=

The undersigned, one of those who were
to visit Collins’ Chagol School, begs to offer the
following report. Belng unable, after several
afforta to meet with or recelve a report from the
gentlemsn appointed to aot with me, I proceedsd
alone, I found &ll the pupils in one room, to the
nunber of about two hundred, male and female, The
exeroises oowuyaced by ainging a6 hymn, after whish
a portion of the seripture wes resl and & prayer
made, The male teacher, Mr. Kinceid, led the
exoroisss. The studles apgear to be prineipally
spelling, reading and the lowsr grades of arithmetic,

The younger pupils appear very apt in their studles.
The conduct of the pupils is decorus, and there is
a goneral aprearance of olesnliness of purson, Mr,
Kinoaid reports ths tLotal number of pupils, on the
books as two hundred and elghty end a fair average
attendance, There 1s, besides the male teacher,
Misses Eamen and lMordz,

Ths Sohool 1s entirely without desks, whish must
greatly retard tho progress of the pupils in writing
and arithmetic, There was one wrong feature vhich
might be remedisd, and whioh, I think, should be
attended to viz: The males and fenales are in the
grades and classes together, without any rogard to
age. Many of such pupils, ir not past the ags of
maturity-- tweanty-one years-- are on the verge of
such age, I think the school should be 50 graded
and classified that the males might be taught by
a male teacher and the girls by a female, All of
whioch 1s respectfully submitted,

Saruel Tigho
One Of sohooi Visitors of
Righth Wward,
To The Board Of EQuoation Of The City Of Memphix:
Centlemense

The Committee designated by you to visit
the Lincoln School, have performed the duty assigned
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them, and beg leave to present the following report.

The sohool 18 located on Orleans street, a short
distence this side of Boal, It was established

some three years since, by the Ameriocan ilissionary
Assoclation, assisted by the Freedman's Bureau ,

the grounds and bdbulldings costing adbout ten thousand
dollars, Its objects was, in oommon with other

and kindred afforts, to demonstrate both the prace
ticability and tho wisdom of educating and elavating
the golorod population of the country, so0 large a
rg resuntation of which is to bz found in thia

01LY,.

In pursuing this work ths happiast results have
been made manifast, Your committee belleve that
they axpress the unanimoug verdioct of all fair
and oendid nen who have visited these schools,
whan they say that the highast expectations of
their benevolent founders must have bdeen fully
realized. The avidity to learn, the mubstantial
progress made and the deep iuterest genora

taken hsre, and in 80 many other placas, would
soem t0 have ansttled the uestions rolative %0
the ability and fitnaess o€ the messea of the
colored people for popular education, and to have
demonstrated at once the wisdom and sound siatess
manship of that feature of our lew which recognie
zes thair rightes and acoords to them the privi-
leges of the pudblic achools of the 3tate,

On the occasion of the visit of your comuittee

to the Lincoln School, they found, to uass a
popular oxpression, a "orowded house™, Five
hundred and twonty-nine pupils, with their tem
teachera, constitute the working foree, Graded
asocording to advancement, as far as posaible
seven rezular sohool rooms and two small roo!t-
ation rooms ars ritted up for their accommodation,

Your Committse first visited the primary schools
in the rear of the main building, That for t ys
numbering 60, is taught Miss Trask; the one

for girls, numbering 70, is taught by liiss latson,
In each of these viere exhibited evidences of rapid
progress Little Children were heard reading



375

Continuation: Colored Sohools,

intelligibly in “easy lessons™ who did not know
the alphabet three months ago. The attention,
order and general interest ware good,

The nexl room, to which we were led Ly Mr, Barnum,
was the large hall on the seoond floor of the

main bvullding, adjoining which are the two emall
resitation roons, This is known as the Adult
Primary and the ’econd Header school, ant {ndioates
the progress of the pupils,

Heore wore found Mr, and Mra, Sillsbury, Mra,
Sperry and Kiss laynard at their work,
Bverythiing indicated motivity and progress, The
reading, singing and general sarmestness were
&t once commendabls and hopeful, With a feow
qQuestions and remerks, we passed on to the
80ho0ls of higher grades, The Third FReader
sohool 48 taught by Miss Hill; the two Fourth
Reader schools sre uvaught respectively by Mise
Anderson aud Mlss Hulsart} e Fifth Reader
school, the highest grads, 1s in charge of Nrs,
Barnum, In each of these good order prevalled,
and an excellent state of thingse, in the main
was apparent, Along with good reacing end spcil-
ing, we heard commendable resitetions in geog=
™™ and arithmgtic, the best scholurs heing,
quite as likely as oihorviaq, the darkest of
complexlon in the whole school,

We were partioularly 1nfrosaad with the friendly
and hopeful aspect of Linocoln School, in all its .
departments, ¥Ws see not how any one oould wit-
ness suoll a spectadle without emotions of the
deepest interest, With the past fresh menory,
the change thus presented does indeed apnear
very great, Without any wish to exaggerate, and
knowing full well that the osuse of eduoation is
yot in its infanocy with these pooglo that they
are still far behind our other sc ocis in their
standard and attainments, we, at the same time,
sese muoh to encourage and prompt t0 feithfMal
effort in their bdehelf., Our hope for the future
ies in this rising generation who are now being
educated in our publiec schools, Without this,
the prospect 4 be dark and appalling, The
main-springs of hope, ambition and enterprise
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ocould never he touched, and with these dormant
or erushed, indolence, vioe and orime will
naturally take full possession of tha man,

Bvery motive, thersfore, of philanthropy and
gelf~inturest urges to the prompt and falithful
fulfillment of our schoollaws toward this portion
of our population, and dewmonstrates thes wizdom of
the soction of this Board in the adoption and
future support of these echoola.

At presant the Lincoln achool ia tco much crowded,
Two mors rooms ars needed to meet the wants of
the large cumbers there attending. Experience
has long since proved that moneys ¢xpenied for
educational purposes constitute the best pollice
sppropriations that oan possibly bLe mude, "Pree
vention is better, than oure.”

¥We slLould be remiss in what wa gonocelve to bho

our duty, were we to closs this report without a
proper recognition of the services of those who
through mauy diffioulties and trials, have estabe
lished these schools in our midst, and are now
laboring faithfully in this self-derying fisld

of usefulness, Lspecially would we make grate-
ful mention of that snlarged Christian philanthropy
whioh founded, and has thus far, in large neasurs,
sustained these sohools, by contributions at houe
and from ebroad. Doeply appreciating the good
work they have acoomplished, we trust thut such

* ghall in no wise lose their reward,"”

All of which is respeoctfully submitted,

Wn, !MfolLean,

T.%, Pliss,  COMMITTIR

Janes i, Beattle,
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