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INDUSTEIAL TRAINING

In City's Publie Schools,

New Depsrtment Hae Amply fﬁovad Its Value.

Mcy Be Extended Next Ye&r‘ 

Board Desires To Give Children Hotg Complete Course,

Work in Manual Training and Domestic Soienge Depertment of
Pragtleal Nature~-B8tudents Show Interesat in Variocus Branches
of Work,

Although the department of & manusl ﬁrainxng and domestio
seience wis only established in the “emphie clty schools on

the present basis with the beginning of the present scholastic
year last fall, 1ts value and ilmporVSance have alresdy been

80 lmpressed upon the members of the board of education thas

it 18 probable that the scope of the work of the department
will be grgatlghonlarged and broadened during the somning
school yeéar, e membersg of the Dboard Pealize the groving
tendenoy in modern eduoationz)l methods toward industPial training
end the arrangement on the other courses of study in publie
schools, so that instead of 2 merely academis training the
students may be sent cut from the publie schools fitted to
begin lives of usefulness and self.support if necessary,
immediately upon graduation,

The ocourses of study ocutlined for the present yesr in this
depertment of the oity schols is largely ~religinary, =8
in many of the claeses of the work is not at present ocarried
80 far as the members of the bosrd and the instruators in
this department would wish, But 4t was deolded, upon ese
tablishing the manual %¥raining department lasl year, to begin
on & somewhat small seszle and to work gradually twoard an
inorease in the mumber of branches taught and toward a
general enlargement of the department,

There has already been congiderable disocussion among members
of the board of education for the advisability of sec ring
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a nes site and eredting a oentral industrisl training school
for the grammer snd high school grades. This matter is howe
ever, 8till in obeyance and will not probably be taken up
during the present yesr, zs there are other demands upon the
school funds whioch the members of the bosrd feel must be
first met, in the way of new bulldinge for the primary

and grammer grad-g and e enl:rgement of & number cof the
present bulldinge which will entall the seouring of additionsl
teaochers and a consequent snl rged expenditure next yesr

for the ourrent expenses of the schoolas.

At the beginning of the fall schoocl term last year the board
secured the serviees of Prof, E.E. Wtterhzck =8 direotor of
of the manmal training and domestic soliense departments.

¥r, Utterdback has had an experiense of a number of years

in this work in the South, ocoming here directly from Atlanta,
He has thoroughly organized the department, and the board

is entirely plezsed with the progress that has been made
under his direction., He has two assistants &t the high
school, Prof, H, 8, Paschal for the boy's olasses and Miss
Msble Lutes, the instrueotor in the domestie solence clasces
ofr the girls.

Work In Primary Grades

The work inthe primary and grammar grades 1s under the
charge of the regular teaohers in each sohool under Prof,
Utterbeok's direotion, eadh class being given a total of
100 minutes a week for the vork in this de sartment, This
includes in the primary grades, paper cutting, simple
desligning, drawing and weter color p:inting. In the grammar
gredes various useful ~rticles ard made of psper and oarde
board, &nd besldes being taught to mske them the students
at the same time estimate the oost of the articles made,
thus securing praotical training in many of the regular
studies in this department also,

At the high sohool building the girls in the grades up to
and inocluding the nimth are all given insturotions in
domestic sokence, while the boye in the sane ades study
garpentry snd woodworking in many branches, e tenth grade
is e:empt from these studies this year, but 1% 1is probabdly
that the board of edusation will make them complusory next
year, =28 1% has been found that 2 large majority of the
students wish to continue them and also that one year's
training does not give the ohildren the trainging necessary
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to make their work of perm-nent value to them in after life,
whioh i1s what the members of the board desire to sccomplish,

Boy's High S8chool Work

The rooms in whisch the boys c¢lasses are oconduoted have been
fitted up in the basement of the High 8chool building] Here
the boerd has instelled some twenty completely fixed up
ocarpenter's work benches cnd also a number of woodworking
machinges, turning lathes =nd other apraratus, so that a
complete course of earpentry and woodworking can be practieally
taught, There areabout 150 boys of the High Schocl in these
classes, and the more ecdvanced have become quite expert
Journermen ocarpenters, turfiing out a great many useful art.
iolea, The boys are, many of them, so mush interested in
thelr work thut they ask permission to remsin after school
hours =nd sometimes to use the tools and nachines on Baturdays.

Naturally, perhsps, the boys olasses are not go interesting
to the pztrons of the schools and the generzl public ss the
oclassecs in the domestic seience department under Mies Lutes
charge, Two roome weire designated for these olasses at
the beginning of the school ysar, one being fitted up as the
kitehen and demonstration room, the ot.er for a 4ining room
and leoture room. T e number of students in the High S8chool
this yezpr, howewer, has been 8o large that the elesses have
recently been oohfined to one room, This was designed for
aolase of tventy girls, but Miss Lutes has ususlly from twenty.
five to thirty girls in ecch olass., The girsl =nd boys in
these depsritments esach have about two hours instruotion s
wesk, the olasses altern:ting on different days,

In styuotion in the domestic solence olasses, like that

in the entire industrial department, is expremely practieal,
the students heing required to cook each artiocle of food
themsleves, eigher on the large gasa ranges or on the smsll
gas stoves which are provided on each working tzble, While
this is in progress Miss Lutes glves a brief lecture on
the chemictl properties and food valuea of the articale
whish is to be ococked, The girks show the moet eager inter.
est in the lectures, as well as in the praoctie:zl part of
the work, and their p:arents seem only less interssted, visitors
to this department being present slmost every day,
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Closely oonnected with the manusl training and domestlo
soience department 1s the business department, with which
was slso established last yeer, in charce of Prof, G A,
Macon, There are a number of students in this department,
studing bookkeetpin, business prooedure and typewrliting, and
this department alsc is to be enlarged as scon as possible
a8 it has been found that more roém will be needed for it
next yesr. The work done is precicsely the same as that
conducted in regular business colleges, and the students

are all reported zs making remarkable progress,

In oconneotion with this subject, there has been some discus-
sion as to the introduotion of indusfrial training on

a larger sozle in the ¢ity. Beveral 8f the board of edueation
favor eventually making the negro High School s regul:ar sehool
for industriel tralning, ocutting out some of the so~oalled
higher branches from the currisulum and giving &t least three.
fourthe of the timeto manual training and domestic soclence.

Bpeaking of thias matter,one member of the board sald resently;

*Thers is no question in my mind that the best training for
the negroes is industrial training., B8ome members of the raoce
would, of course, protest against suoh action on the part of
the board of edueation, but I am eertein that this oourse will
eventually be taken, This is the training that the negro
boys and girld need to fit them for useful lives, Few of
them ever receiver it a2t home, and therefore t' e cities must
give 1t to them, It will be not alone for their own benesfit
but for the public good, for if we teach them to do better
work they will earn better wages, and thus not only help
themsalves, but become more helpful to the eity and the state.®



